Centre of Excellence holds grand opening for adaptive snowsports 
Saturday was a special day for all involved.
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Participating in the ribbon-cutting ceremony, from left are Calabogie Adaptive Snowsports operations director Bob Gilmour, program director Clay Dawdy, Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke MP Cheryl Gallant, Calabogie Peaks head of maintenance Jim Colterman and Calabogie Peaks Resort president Paul Murphy.
It was the grand opening of the Centre of Excellence for Calabogie Adaptive Snowsports, a new facility at Calabogie Peaks Resort & Conference Centre designed to accommodate disabled adults and children.

Many participate in the Canadian Association for Disabled Skiing (CADS) Sunday Ski Program. The centre is also home to a five-day Winter Sports Clinic for injured military veterans and Community Living Days for disabled adults in Renfrew County. Special features include two wheelchair ramps, a large washroom equipped with adult change facilities and a 300-square foot basement storage space for skis, sit skis and other specialized adaptive equipment.

Participating in the official ribbon cutting were Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke MP Cheryl Gallant, Calabogie Adaptive Snowsports operations director Bob Gilmour ,program director Clay Dawdy, Calabogie Peaks head of maintenance Jim Colterman, and Calabogie Peaks Resort president Paul Murphy.

“CADS is a national volunteer based organization that assists individuals with disabilities to lead richer and fuller lives through active participation in recreational and competitive snowsports, Dawdy explained.

“The CADS National Capital Division leads a program at Calabogie Peaks that teaches about 75 students and military personnel in various programs with over 65 volunteers.”
“We have changed the name from adaptive skiing to adaptive snowsports. These guys are doing so much more than just skiing,” Dawdy said.
Dawdy said it’s the best such facility in eastern Canada. “Maybe in Canada, maybe in North America.”

The CADS Sunday program at the Peaks is entering its ninth season. When it started out in 2004, they had eight skiers and 12 volunteers. Now there are more than 40 skiers assisted by 65 volunteers.

This year’s eighth Community Living Day in February will feature 25 to 30 disabled skiers from Renfrew and Arnprior, joined by some 30 instructors.

The Winter Sports Clinic (WSC) for injured military personnel has been held for each of the past two years in conjunction with Soldier On. Calabogie is currently negotiating with the Wounded Warrior organization and True Patriot Love to hold a WSC in February 2013 for injured discharged and retired veterans and their families.

MP Gallant announced that the Centre of Excellence has received $150,000 funding from the federal government. It is broken down into two amounts of $75,000, one for retrofitting existing washrooms and creating a new washroom The second $75,000 is to add to the recreation lodge an accessible entrance and equipment storage room.

“We are very fortunate to have this in the Valley,” Gallants aid. “This will improve the lives of people who use the facility,” Greater Madawaska Mayor and Renfrew County Warden Peter Emon said. “It is an excellent facility.

“People of Renfrew County are always impressed with the natural beauty of the area. 
”“This could not be done without the volunteers, ”Murphy said of the program. “People come out on Sundays and are impressed with what they see. ”

Murphy accepted a $30,000cheque on behalf of the Peaks Resort & Conference Centre for CADS from the Canadian Association for Disabled Skiing National Capital Division.
President Bernie Simpson and Treasurer Tom Abernethy made the presentation. 
Gilmour helped bring together a similar $300,000 facility in Kitchener a few years ago. 
When he came to Calabogie, he thought, why not? “I fell in love with Calabogie. I saw the dream come together before. Why not again, here?” He told the story of a father teaching his 12-year-old son with severe cerebral palsy to ski. “With adaptive equipment, for once in our lives, everyone’s equal,” Gilmour said.

Dawdy noted that Gilmour, and WSC chair for injured soldiers Dan Fleming were honoured with Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medals this week.
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